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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE: UK DRAFT NATO DECLARATION 

FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT BRIEFING 
MAY 23 AND DRAWN UPON BY SPOKESMAN RE NYT STORY THAT 
BRITISH OFFERING NEW NATO DRAFT DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
CAN BE USED BY ADDRESSEES IN RESPONDING TO PRESS INQUIRIES: 

Q: THERE IS A REPORT IN THE NEW YORK TIMES THAT THE 
BRITISH ARE OFFERING A NEW DRAFT DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
FOR NATO. CAN YOU TELL US ANYTHING ABOUT THAT? 

A: BRITAIN HAS OFFERED A NEW DRAFT OF THE DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES THAT HAVE BEEN UNDER DISCUSSION IN NATO FOR 
SOME TIME. WE REGARD THE U.K. CONTRIBUTION AS POSITIVE. 

SINCE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DRAFT DECLARATION AND THE 
QUESTION OF ITS PROMULGATION ARE BOTH UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDER- 
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ATION AMONG THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES IN NATO, I WILL 
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HAVE NO COMMENT ON SPECIFICS. 

Q: WHAT ABOUT THE EARLIER FRENCH DRAFT? WOULD THIS 
SUPERSEDE THAT? 

A: THE BRITISH DRAFT BUILDS ON THE FRENCH DRAFT. 

Q: WHERE DOES THE EC-9 DRAFT OF POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
PRINCIPLES STAND? 

A: WE EXPRESSED OUR CONCERNS EARLIER ON THE SUBSTANCE OF 
A DRAFT DECLARATION BETWEEN THE U.S. AND THE EC NINE, AND 
WE DO NOT SEE PROSPECTS OF EARLY AGREEMENT ON SUCH A 
DECLARATION. 

Q: WHY HAVE THE BRITISH OFFERED A NEW NATO DRAFT DEC- 
LARATION WHEN EARLIER YOU HAD WELCOMED THE FRENCH DRAFT 
AS CONSTRUCTIVE? 

A: THE EARLIER FRENCH DRAFT DID REPRESENT A CONSTRUCTIVE 
EFFORT. HOWEVER, THE BRITISH DRAFT INCORPORATES FURTHER 
IDEAS WHICH HAVE FLOWED FROM DISCUSSIONS THAT HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF THE FRENCH DRAFT. 

AGAIN, I AM NOT PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE CONTENTS SIN(E 
THEY ARE CURRENTLY UNDER DISCUSSION. RUSH 
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